


Thisgeneralfarm wagonwascommonlyfound on farmsin Gasconadé€ountyin the
early 1902 arhis particular wagon was designedand built by E W. Wehmert a
prominent blacksmithresiding in the town of Bay Missouri The exact date of
constructionis not knownbut it is believedto havebeenin the early190QQ a

The wagonremainedand worked in GasconadeCountyuntil it was discoveredby
GeorgeLahmeyeiin 1970 Mr. Lahmeyemwassearchingor awagonat the requestof
a relative by marriageliving in Lodi Californiaby the name of Bill Bechthold When
Mr. Bechtholdheard that the wagonwas available,he traveled eastand made the
purchase Hethen disassembled andtransportedthe wagonwestto A in€shome
on the backof his pick-up truck in the 197071 time frame. Mr. Bechtholdrestored
the wagonandthen shelteredit in hisgaragefor closeto 40 years

Mr.. S OK U 808, WiRid#l Bechtholdhasbeenhelpinghis father consolidatehis
estate and when he discoveredthe wagon,he immediatelyknew that it shouldnot
be sold and that, if possible,it should be returned to GasconadeCounty and
preferablyto a museumif, there wasone. After searchingfor and finding the GCH$
web site, he made contactwith our MuseumDirector Herb Lindroth and offered to
deliverthe wagonto the museumin Owensville Missourion his nexttrip east Very
specialthanksto Bill BechtholdSr for his generousgift andto his sonWilliam J and
wife Leonorafor transporting this beautiful farm implement back to its native
Gasconad€ounty,whereit will somedaybe displayedn our museum




William JBechthold
and his wife Leonora
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Wagon built in the early 1900’s by
F. W. Rehmert of Bay Missouri




The wagon was drawn by a pole attached to a team of mules or horses. Shown
here is the fitting that attaches the pole to the wagon.
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The wagon was drawn by a pole attached to a team of mules or horses. Shown
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It was this vehicle thatVilliam JBechtholdused to transport the wagon from Lodi California to Owensville Miss
The two yellow Oliver crawler tractors were going further east to be displayed at an equipment show by




